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On Trial

The application of the Eastern railroads
{or a supplementary rate advance will test
the temper and quality of the reorganized
Interstate Commerce Commission. Presi-
Jdent Wilson recently appointed three new
sommissioners—one to fill a vAcancy
caused by death and the two others to fill
original vacancies created t_-y the la_w,
passed at the last sesslon of Congress, in-
creasing the membership of the commis-
sion from seven to nine.

Mr. Wilson has frequently
sympathy
road regulation—a theory
government would undertake to develop
ihe railroads as a public agency. sustain-
ing their credit, anticipating their future
needs and bringing them to the highest
point of efficiency, not for the benefit pri-
marily of their present owners. but in the
interest of the community at large, The
commission, as heretofore organized, has
stuck to the opposite theory—the popular
theary of twenty yeurs batk— under which
+he government has acted merely as an &c-
countant, restricting return on rail-
yoad operations and seeking to protect the
;\uhfm by holding down freight revenue fo

expressed

under which the

cunt Hving hgures.

The President said weeks ago,
oher ha sent the names of the three new
v Senate, that he had

traordinary care in making his se-
115, The results of that care will
~ the decision on the appeal of the
conds for additional relief. In the
hus broadened the
the commixzion. It has instructed
sion to settle the vexing ques-
silread postal rates. Tt passed the
v raising the wages of railroud
il threw on the commissioners
¢ restaring the disturbed

\ Ly geanting the carriers com-

throuph freight rate increases,
16 trenid of recent events has beer
m the narrow, one-sided regula-

¢ gl townrd a comstructive

kL the rommission should
- net as n passtonless arbiter of
wien tlie CArviers

it should"iry to end that
ul expanding the
nge it a far more
aeency than

B 0w

1oners 1o

vears Congress

& clopine

tem and mal

weful nutwonnl

&n
¢ ereat need of the railroad situ-
tofiay is u friendlier understanding
rt of the government of its own
publie’s joint futerest with the
vs. The war has opened our eyes
military importance of our
tem. We are suffering already
the underdevelopment of the last
. due in no inconsiderable part to
mmistion’s policy of repression. The
aids have been kept on half rations.
have found it difficult to raise new
al far necessary improvements, The
ctions gut on their earning power
. senred off investors. Their credit is
firuate to their demands.
1914 the Interstate Commerce
amizsion has twice admitted the insuf-
ney of railroad revenues, It allowed a
w11 increase in freight rates in Decem-
1014, after having refused it five
nths earlier. Last June, after the rail-
cads had been saddled by Congress with
ha heavy wage increases of the Adam-
n law, the commission granted a second
woderate increase—and granted it a little
con haltingly. Tt promised the carriers,
ronver, to reconsider their requests—
it only in part—if this summer's operat-
i should prove unsatisfactory

fhe war, of course, has greatly stimu-
luied the business of transportation.
e first six months of 1917 the operating
revenues of all the railroads in the country
sereased £201,000,000, But operating ex-

wnses increased $207.000,000, and net in-

o decreased $19,000,000. After the
now freight rates went into effect the situ-
o ton was expected to improve.  But it has

improved. The August figures show
{hot although the gross operating receipts
+ all the railroads of the country in-
rensed nearly $37,000,000 over those of
August & year ago, net icome decreased
1.000,000—which is more than the month-
|y average of loss for the first six months
. this year, when the freight increases
‘ere not in effect.

The Eastern roads have suffered much
more than the Southern and Western
ronds. Practically the whole loss of the
first aix months of 1917 fell on them. Their
predicament has affected all ratlroad
+alues, which have been sinking lower and
lower. Their appeal for further relief is
therefore one which a commission with any
clear idea of justice or sound nutional pol-
iex cannot deny.

We have to-day the spectucle of the
railroads of the country operated with

Ap—
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- ground.

with the broader theory of rail-|

For,

r

vastly inereased efficiency, straining every
nerve to do the work of the nation, cheer-
fully responding to all the government’s
demands, expanding their business bevond
all the records of the past, yet producing
‘or themselves a smaller net income than
they did a year ago, Very few carriers
wre making war profits. Very few are
making excess profits. Taken as a whole,
their profits are well below the limit of
exemption for war and excess eATnings.
That i= why their eredit has been weax-
ened and their securities are declining so
steadily in the market.

The government ought to sustain the
railroads as a war measure—if on no other
Thus it is coming to the parting
of the ways, The reorganized Interstate
Commerce Commission iz to decide the
technical questions involved in the new ap-
peal of the Eastern railroads, But it is
also to give a decision of much broader
import than that. It is to demonstrate hy
what it does whether or not the outworn
policy of restrictive regulation is to e
cast aside for a new policy of unification
«nd progress, under which the gavernment,
the railroads and the public are to work
tagether effectively for public and national
ends.

Don't Take Away the Vote!

| One of the most disturhing reports that
[ has come out of Washington for o long
| time is that which eredits the office of the
judge advocate general of the army with
an intention to rule that citizens serving
in our armies abroad must not be allowed
to vote. It is snid that an opinion will
soon he submitted to Secretary Baker hold-
ing that it is “inexpedient to extend the
voting privilege to soldiers abroad hecause
it would interfere with their principal mis-
sion on the other side.”

1i Secretary Baker ever receives such
an opinion he ought to know what to do
with it. 1t would be, in our judgment, a
[ ghastly blunder for the War Department
to rule that citizens of any state in the
Union, serving in the armies of the United
Stites. either abroad or at home must for-
feit their right to suffrage. It is a right
which our =oldiers exercised in the Civil
War and in the Spanish War. They are
I none the less citizens because they take
up arms in defence of their country. They
are better citizens because they do take up
arms, and any state would do them a
grievous wrong if it sat by and permitted
them to be disfranchised simply because
they have gone heyond its borders on a
mission of patrintism.

The reported ruling of the judge advo-
cate general's office would put a premium
on slackerism. Many thousands of New
Yorkers above the conscription age limit
tave volunteered for service against Ger-
many, They are the flower of our propuli-
tion. Shall their votes count for nothing,
I and the power of the men who have staved
tehind be Increased proportionately at
their expense? Shall the conseripts who
were accepted because of their fitness be
penalized for the benefit of the conseripte
who were rejected because of their unfit-
neas?

The idea is grotesque.
normal values, It could emanate only
{rom a bureau which has no understanding
of the value which genuine Americans put
an the right of suffrage. It betrays an
sntire misapprehension of the point of
view of the citizen soldier and of his rela-
tions to the state.

As to the practieal inconveniences of
voting while on foreign duty, they are
hardly worth considering. This state has
prepared ballots for its soldiers abroad and
has arrunged to deliver und collect them.
No particular day is set for voting. The
egldier can mark his ballot at his conven-
wence, The state owes him that concession,
and if it is ready to go 1o the expense and
trouble of polling its citizens who are in
the military service it would look like an
exhibition of martinetism for the Federa!
governmert 1o interfere and prevent the
poll.

We do not believe that the War llepart-
ment will try to disfranchise our soldiers
in France. If it does, it will hate to show
the public and Congress some urgent mili-
sarv reason for what would look on the
surface like a wholly unreasonable denial
to the citizen soldier of an easily exercise
political right,

Hylan, the Shirker
It was a foregone conclusion that Judge
Hylan would refuse to meet Mayor Mitchel
in debate on the issues of the campairn.

It reverses all

tHe doesn't dare do it, any more than he

dares answer the questions the Mayor has
been asking him, But for deliberate im-
pudence, for sheer mendacity, the form of
his refusal surpasses any ztatement put
forth by him or any other Tammany oritor
in this campaign.

Almost word for word it could be turned
sgainst him with justice and truth. With
hiz name substituted for Mayor Mitchel's
it would read:

“The time has come when Judge Hylan
must meet the issues of this campaign and
mest them with statements that are truth-
ful. He can no longer avoid a reckoning.
No mere oratorical contest with this man
who is smarting under deserved and al-
most universal condemnation will meet the
<itustion or satisfy the people. Thiz is the
case of the City of New York apninst
Judge Hylan and his backers, Hearst and
Murphy, and his answer must be made to
all the people. The case is presented upon
a record that cannot now be changed, and
it is upon that record that Judge Hylan
must seek to make his justification to the
people. It is time for Judge Hylan to make
hix defence. He has delayed too long al-
ready.”

: Judre Hylan's campaign statements
have been untruthful, but he persists in
shem. He relinshes that hoarvy untruth, the
declaration that “the Rockefeller interests”
have dominated the schoul system. He re-
iterates the untruth that predatory corpo.
rations dictate the policies of the Mitchel
administration. He puts forth a list of
“imported experts” who, he says, filtten on
he city treasury, and is ineapable of admit-
ting his'mistake when Mayor Mitchel pro-
L

duces the records to prove the untruths in
the statement.

The record on both sides of this case has
been made. That is one truth Judge Hylan
has uttered. On the Mayor's side is the
record of his administration—a record s0
fine and clean, so intelligent and  efficient
that no administration has ever equall
it. Its notahle features are'the reorganizi-
tion and reform of the Poliee Department,
the reduction of fire losses, extension of
fire prevention and lessening of cost of
aperation by the Fire Department, the
adoption of improved methods of street
cleaning and snow removal by the Street
Cleaning Depnrtment, the liberalization
and humanization of the work of the
Charities Department and the Correc-
tion Department, the digease-preventive
methods of the Health Department in
schools, elinies, food inspection and the

like, the increased efficiency of the Corpo-

-ation Counsel’s office, the general scnl-
ing down of operating costs hy the Board
of Estimate and Apportionment and the
toning up of department machinery by all
heads of departments and bureaus. That
record means that New York is a better,
safer, cleaner, healthier city to live in than
ever before and that the taxpayers’ dul-
lars are being spent to hetter advantage
than ever hefore,

On Judeze Hylan's stde, too, the record is
complete—n  record of subserviency to
Hearst and Murphy proved by his refusal
10 meet interrogators, his declination to
answer questions, his inability to make a
statement on the stump outside of his
canned speeches, His qualifications for
offics—if any—are unknown. His cam-
paign arguments are mere pssertions, fre-
quently untrue. Behind him are the forces
represented by Hearst and Murphy, the
furecs of demagopy and political corrup-
1100,

It i« high time for Judge Hylan to seck
to make his justification for aspiring to the
great office of Mayor under such condi-
tions. It is high time for him to present
his defence, if his advisers ean think of
any. Instead, he sidestens. He husz not
the matliness of Mr. Hillquit. who defs
pitely states his anti-American attitude.
He has not even the courage of Mr. Ben-
nett, who, mistaken us he ie in his canvass,
4t least is willing to mect his adversaries
anil contest publicly the jssues

Judee Hylan iz a figurchead for Henrst
and Murphy. The only way to keep these
dark farcez out of the City Hall is to vota
for Mavor Mitehel, the man who has made
pood.

A Safe Forecast

Grand Admiral von Tirpitz #hows com-
mendable diseretion in his latest public an-
nouncement by sticking strictly to gener-
wlities, “We can.” he says, “continue con-
fidently to expect i final triumph over
Englund =0 long as we continue to sink
vessels fuster than she constructs them.”
That is indesd a certainty, provided only
that the war can he sufficiently prolonged,
for in the end En
have no vessels left o =ink,

Three veurs ago the Grand Admiral was

less cautioue, @nd when he gave out his
fipet  famous warning the mistakes he
made were in descending to particnlars,
Thus he told the correspondent who was
privileged to declare the new German pol-
iey to the world that Germany could “tor-
pedo every English or Allies’ ship which
years any harbor in Great Britain,” and
even allowed him to add that what he
actually was “torpedoing
everd] merchant ships™ in order “that
cthers would not venture to approach that

contemplated

countrs.”

Tirpitz was not able, as he seemed to
expert, 1o ol in the
diinger zone. and the rest uf his predic-
tion hns pone wrong, though the threat of

sinking “several merchunt ships" has un-

Vs

torpet o every

doubtedly heen fulfilled. It is better, then, |

to make proclamations that no one ean con-
tradiet and that time can never discredit,

It will disappoint some enthusiasts in
Giermany to learn that “no definite time
can he fixed" for the *final triumph.” and
thint all that ean be promised is that “after
ame months” Germany's position “will he
different.”  Nevertheless, Tirpitz
sufer pround on this oceasion thin

uite
lakes
sorne of hic collengues, and, nomatter what
happens, he can never justly be denounced

us a false prophet.
Knitting of Old and Now

1 paa Jrartfoard Timex

dmother's idny every girl was taught

e
In gra
to knil. but mpst of the knitting setually was
dene by the elder women, supposed to he
posseszed of greater leisure. Knitting; with
the fuur fine steel nesdies and fine yarn then
process, FEven a stocking
the work of wecks, necording the
ay devoted. Tt might be added that

red and *toed™ it was a stocking
sach and not mistaken for
cither & helmet or a mut. Those were the
days when Knitting was a business, not an ad-

used, waos a slow
wns to

time ner d

when

rocoprizable s

venture or a freak of fashion.

Grardmother sat by the fireside, and her
needles elicked through the daylight hours.
She would bardly have felt Justitied in taking
her knitting to church. Her descendants
séem to have gone daft over what she took
calmiy, o we meet the children, with their
shining morning faces, knitting on the way
We note the socioty woman Knit-

ting nt the vporn or the pluy. or perhaps in

her motor, and oven on the street und in
stoam ecars. The devotes of the “moviex"
vatches the unfolding pictures while ber

fingers work autemat eally on in the dark
Youne and old of the female persunsion
are kuitting sedulously, almost frantically,
while even males with overmuch leisure are
suspected of yiel®ng to the fascination of the
and the stitches. A
mues ne sart or another,
some with form and coneliness and use, some

TIEEs.

the yarn

parments of

nnd

of

points

¥ ut, 12 going to be the rosult,

Ani* litele harm done, to be sure.  Knoitting
s u nersuit of thrift, The knowledge of how
to aseful parments with nething bus
uredics and yarn w not come amiss he
vemining of the mind and the muscles is pood
foi the nerves nroperly conducted.  The

height ef the present wave will doubtless nass,
bt it will Jenve many with useful knowledge
aprd orofitable hubits, while something is
| beund to come out of this that in some man-
ner can be utilized Tor wesr. Four needles of
l,uur younger dnys have given way to two.

tanid would manifestly |

- Hearst Wants to Control |

If He Can't, Hc-Op_]-mseu Officials
Everywhere

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  An the publie is almost wholly le-
pendant upon the press to keep tab on polit-
icwl events, it seems to me that th fact
that all of the newspapers in greater New
York worthy of the name are supporting|
Muyor Mitchel is conelusive evidence that
his past performances merit such support
and that the hest interests of the eity will
be conserved by his continuance in office.
He has not left us in doubt as to his stand
on any issue before the public, nnd that is
muel more than can he said for &ny of his
opponents, who have done hothing so far but
side-step.

To my mind, one of the strongest reasons
why Mayor Mitchel should receive the nn-
divided support of all patriotic Americans
is bocause of his emphatie refussl to take
orders from Hearst. This journalistie out-
law was never known to suppert a eandi-
dnte he did not think he could control if
clocted. He has made some mistakes and
it seems Muyor Mitehel is one of them. It's
rule or ruin with Mr, Hearst. Official hon-
csty, fitness mnd the publie welfare sre
never determining factors with Mr. Hearst.

Mr. Heurat supported Joseph D. Phelan
for Mayor of San Franciseo. He was eloct-
ed, and is known an the'best Mayor that
cisy ever had.  But, like 3ayor Mitehel,
Mayor Phelan showed his independence, and
Mr. Hearst “went after him" an the sayiug
goes.  Between the administration of Mayor
Phelan and the present administration of
Mayor Rolph the politieal influence of Mr.
Henrst prevailed, and poor old 'Friseo was
governed by such notorious charfeters as
Fugene Schmitz, P. H, MeCarty and Hoss
Abs Huef. The first two named managed to
xoep out of the penitentiary, hut not so with
the lnst. Fourteen years for Abe!

James 1. Phelan was  eleeted United
States Senator on the Demecratic ticket by
a plurality of some 25,000 from the Repub-
lican State of Californin. Mr. Hearst sup-
norted his Republiean opponent.

This ahows what the people of Californin
think of Mr. Phelan, and it alse shows what
they think of Mr. Henrst, F. H. ALLEN

New York, Oct. 12, 1917,

Profit in the Beef
Ta the Editor of The Tribune
Sir: Replying {0 an article « gned by O, V.

Morric that appears in The Tribune of even
date. in which he intimates that a lot of
neaple (the eitizens of New York) ore crimi-

nals, | wish to say that if the people of
Adena, Ohio, his home tawn, are all like him
they wre the real eriminals,

Tt is true tha dairvmen are entitied to »
fuir profit,  Any sensible person will allow
that, but though the dairymen are doing their
hest to convince the publie thut they wure
losing money their argumenta are weak anid
misleading,

For instance, some professor or cost ac.
vourtan® shows= hy figures that to produre a
ovart of milk costs 7 cents, or very near it;
but, sdmitting that, where, then, does the
cow get all the beef, ete, which in used for
fond? Why, from the food they give it to
produce milk.

I consider that the profit on the beef in
ufficient for the producer, s fair profit.

! any one can convinze me to the con-
trary by =ufficient avidence, ete, | am willing
to be convineed, but in the meanwhile [ in-
tend tn fight the high price of milk to the
'best of my ahility. F. M. DICKINSON.

Brooklyn, Oet, 11, 1017,

Sauce for the Gander
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sirt Those who know me know that 1
have been an advoeate of woman suffrage,
also man suffrage, but the nntics of La
Fellette in the Senate and the pugilistie sn-
ties of Heflin and Norton in the past few
months have shown me that it would be n
very unwise policy to continue letting people
subject to sueh hysteria vote, Therefore,
would it not be wise mnd just to take from
all men the privilege of the franchise be.
cuuse the few men have acted in oan un-
wemiy manter? :

ANOTHER BELIEVER IN LIBERTY,
NOT LICENSE: ALSO IN JUSTICOE,
Niw Haven, Conn,, Oct, 11, 1917.

Heels in the Red Cross Parade

‘o the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: | must take deliberate issue with
“Drafted” on his review of the heels on the
nurses of the Red Cross parade. | must de-
mur from his statement that “absurd and im-
pozsible heels were worn by 30 per cent of the
women in the parade.”

I stood in the front line with an officer of
the reserve and made a particular note of the
keels of the various lines, remarking on them
as they pusspd. 1 have earried n military rifle
ar sabro nlong miles of eobblestones snd ear
tracks n my day, and know the “grand and
glorivus fecling™ of a thiek sole and broad
Theel,

The Red Cross nurses need no defence:
they are all trained nurses from various
schonls, whose first requirements call for sen- |
sible, sasy heels. These nurses have learned
by hitter hours, continuous hours, what is
what in shoes, and I can sssure “Drafted”
that they were practically all properly shod.
The nurses ll'hﬂ marched and are vow in the
training schools in this vicinity showed aun
ceensionnl exception, but they wore, as s rule,
thetr proseribed sehool shoes, which are above
repronch.

The heels of the Red Cross workers nngd
nuxiliagies, however, showed every variation
an mvenging demon could devise tennis to
ballet hecls; but, thank heaven, the common
sense of the American woman asuserted jtaelf
ns o rule, and 1 would solemnly affirm that in-
stend of B0 per cent of all of the paraders
wearing shsurd and impessible heels not
over 30 per cent of this particular class of
paraders had on what would amount to Cuban
heels or higher,

As an addendum let me assert that the girls
with the flat heels were under more distresa
than those with the French heels from the
Eiffel shadow. Tennis shoes are for running,
not mart,:hiﬂg. The nurses were shod ahove
reproach, and a large praportion of the others
had properly prepared themselves fer their
unusual but magnificent march. VET.

New York, ODet. 13, 1917,

Footgear for Nurses
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: After reading “Drafted’s” criticism of
the high heel in to-duy's Tribune [ should like
to ndd for the benefit of those interested my
vxperience while in one of the large and husy
hospital training schools in this country. Our
hours on duty were twelve and somesimes
more. We were on our feer most of the time,
wid would kave sufferad ar a resylt had wa

nat been well udvised. The rutses’ doctor es-
plained the structure of the Joot to us, giving
us certain rotary foot exercises. He recom.

mended o moderntely high heel for our gen-
era! use, as the arch of a woman’s foot is apt
to fall if the fat hecl is much used A flat
heel shoe was permitted for & few hours each
day only, snd this method proved entirely
suecessful. I
l New York, Oct. 12, 1917,

 Colorel G
I tion.” Thus | was introduced to our popular
representative, and he sctually kept me talk-

NURSE. I

Socialism

in Sweden

Its Selfishness Is Aiding Both the “Beasts of Autocracy”

“Hupocrites of Conslitutional Monarchy”

By Ernst Bystrom

An in Germany, socislism has heen toler-
ated In Sweden as long a it confined itwelf
1o industrial reforms, and more a0 sinee the
German Social Democrats, who, of eourse,
are the dictators of Socialists all over the
world, have let up on the jssue of war and
militarism, , But as far nas the industrial
worker in concerned he had already im-
proved his condition through unions when
the Socinlist Democratic party gained & fout-
hold, politieally, in Sweden, And the mos
to be anid about the purty is that under the
fainn mask of Marx it merely takes care of
labor and, an in Germany, seems to be very
willing to eampromize when it coman to nuek
important matters .« government Henew
the King. like the Kaiser, fears little from
the Sueialists,

The party proceding the Socialists among
liberals was what we might call the repub-
licans, who always cithd Franee and the Revo-
tution, and who were more interested in a
change of government than anything else,
and nlso in individualism. But they were the
intellectuals, and couald otily, a5  rule, Kiep
up their secret and rather mild propag nida
during their student years, as most of them
ultimately had to enter the “royal wervies,”
Thus, they were never able to show & strong
apposition in the Riksdag, but, neverthelons,
they were fenred more by the Conservitives
than are now the Socinlists, who are merely
looked upnn ns workmen who desire hetter
wages and then keep quiet,

Merely u Labor Party

Thus, under the nretext of furthering so-
cinliam the Swedish Sopialists are little more
than united lmbor, wheh, as in the United
States, usually suprocts the emneIatic party,
the difference, though, heirg that our labor
party has not wiopted oeuldm, but leaves
the Socinlists to work out their dreams them-
selves: moredver, cur inboring ¢lnss balieves
in individunlsm. The Kalser knew what he
4id when he encoursged the Socialints. He
SNt ni
iy Sweden the King recrunt from
the pessant ciasa, which is politically deaf
and dumb and loyal from lack of intellect,
The rest of the populdtion nse mimp.y dus. s
Wo might find & man here and there who is
an outspoken demorrat, but then he pays for
his independence by being refused entrance to
the “roynl service.” Conservatives are those
who keep their belief to themselves and for
the sake of their bread and butter speak as
they are wanted to.

Between an autocraey and a “constitution:
al” monnrfhy there is only the difference
the: wn autoerscy develops bensts aad the
veonstitutional” menatchy hypoerites. And
soclalism, with its narrow seifishnesy, s nidl-
ing both the beus's and the hypoerites 10
Germnny and Sweden, where the peoples are
<o afratd of universal brotherhood lhalb they
are willing to fight France and the United
States!

for his
his wrmies

could rount on them

swed oh Demo racs

As an example of democratie sentiment in
Sweden, | think the following little episode
will intercst Atnericans:

I vistted the beautiful eity of Stockholm-—
where 1 haopened to e born—in 1808, XNat-
uraliy, after s0 many years' residenes it
Americn, | wanteil to soe o fellow eitizen of
my adontive land, snd one day 1 told the
friend with whom | stayed: “f think [ will go
up and see the United States Minister.” My
friend, who had been during his student years

# great liberal, but was now tamed in the,

“royal service,” informed me that | could not
go and see an ambassader without eceres

mony, and urged me to write the secretary

drst, begging for an sudience. I said that [
would take my chonees without any eeremony

ind T went. And it so happened that I ran
irte  our representative himaself when
opened the deor of the antervom to the chan-
eollors our minister, with his back toward
moe, tited in oo comfortable American rocking
chuir. Turuirg his hend around, ke received
my inquiry sbout the secretary, and. ris
ing, very courteonsly replied: *1 am wvery
sorcy, but the seeretary is out, but I sm
-, il you desire any informa-

ing for over an hour. When | left he very
eordially said, “Drop in again' [ was, of
enurse, very elated by his cordiality, but
also much impressed by his dignified man-
ners —sans ceremonie.”

When | returned to my friend’s house 1
found the family vory eager to tell me that [,
of course, only could have sueceeded in gain-

The Wool Market for Knitters
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: The experiences of your correspund-
ent Mary Ellis, us narrated in her letter to
the editor of The Tribune, are unique. The

demand of one shopkeeper of $20 a pound

for gray woo! is incomprehensible, and the
‘et that she can obitain wool unywhere at §2
a pound is still more astonishing.

At the last quotation ito my knowledge),
the prics asked then was $4 a pound, with
the exceptions of Macy's, where the price
wive $4.05, and Bloomingdnles’, where they
nsked 23,55,

It s & strange coincidence that almost
dmuttancously with the widely advertized re-
quest of the American Red Cross for 600.-
000,000 warm garments for the soldiers the
price was raised to four times as much &s it
used to be -namely, $4 a pound instead of $1.
Why is this? Miss or Mra. Mary Ellis
wauld greatly oblige many knitters if she
would inform us where to oblain wonl at 82

& pound, even though it |2 double the price If 1% impossidle to hire pickers, so the biggest |

it formerly was.
MRS JULIAN EDWARDS,
New York, Oct. 11, 1917,

Judge Hylan's lgnorance
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: I every political campaign many
malic ous nnd unfounded remarks are made,
but the recent statement by Mr. Hylun, the
Tammany candidate for Mayor of New York,
that Mayor Mitchel is responsible for the
1914 epidemic of infantile paralysis is no pro-
Festerous thut every fair-minded person must
rise in protesk.

This fulse accusation not only reflects on
New York's efficient Health Department, but
also, broadly speaking, on those of every
other municipality in New Jersey and neigh-
bhoring siates whore the disease was preva-
tent. Such an «pidemic was due 0 many
treilnble factor: and some poorly efon-
1 oter, including Inck of edueation
wiong sanitary lines of people of Mr. Helun's
trpe. who by their very ignoranee mssist !n
the spread of disease. Henlth departments
should for the safety of the communities he
kept out of politics, and Mr. Hylan's promise
to upset that in New York is one of the hest
srguments aga:nst hin election.

JAMES A. TOREY, Health Officer.

_wm Urange, N, J., Oct. 11, 1917,

ing an appeintment with the diplomat I told
them the whole w0 noY nid did not
forget the “drop in again” farewell My
frisnd looked surprised and exeis mead:
‘Your minister cannot be a gentieman,”
Well, the same evening [ attended, with the

family, the Nobel prize meetling in the
Academy of Mugie, wheo 0 wew  proe
The hall

was given to Colonel Roosevelt.
was packed with a gittering mass of people,
gold braid and decorat.ens palore on the
men's evening coats, and [ felt very plain in
my undecorated one. Suddenly my friend
called my attention Lo man of mol by benr-
inz, handsome —in fact, the most distinguished
lookicg man in the who'e reem hut with-
out u decoration on his cont. “Who is that
fine Inoking man over there!” he noeed. T
woon diseovered that it was none hut Celonel
[H and informed my interested friend
thiag: “Oh, that is no geniier ot n ive
Amoriean Miniater.” Then his father got
excitsd und told me, “Well, if Americans lonk
like that then weo do not need any other ex-
plunativn as to the progress of that groat
republie’t,  Hie fetleo had Just boe: pen
sioned, 95 ke eould afford to be independent.

Thus rark. eeremony and 8 thousand pther
minll matters are so rooted in Swedish Life
thut, even when in company with hogiatists
there, 1 onuld not sce ary progress & fur
ni the indi al was cencorred In their
hentta *He Swedish people are all conserva-
tive. Tradition is stronger than anything
oten in Sweden, and a certain fear of new-
qous eovras to poisess thum, Ard soe alham,
Innat of anything, can take them out of this
=it

“With it Germnn origin, it is just dampen-
ing the Swedish love for the beautiful in
art. Even architecture has sutfered by trying
to get rid of all thar is Fronch and re-
placing it by what in called a.* ntive™ style--
the Raltie an ugly and droary imitation of
wo-eqlod German o rehitsrture - usually plain

white walls and bluck reofs,

Clasa Rule

lang rule an desnarented that ‘Lt = A
hindranes to social reforms  As an example,
I migh chote the position of the servant girl
Muny of those workers to Ameren,
whare they are mueh apprecinted. In Sweden
thers are plenty of wonwen's clubs, and the
aiffrape quastion 18 debuted everywhege, the
sepvant girl berp ursed to halp w'ong the
caitee, | met a fow of those henevolent heads
of the movement, ladiss who advertised them-
wilves un the servant girls® friends. 1'douhted
thalr sineerity, though, when they all com-
plained of the searcity of workers and the
high wigss which had resulted in Sweden
Leenuse of the drain from America. When [
wuggested that it was a fortunate thing for
a small and not rich country like Sweden to
be able to send =0 many ¥oune women to
Americn, where they could improve their ean-
diston so essily, and in most instances be-
come wives of prosperous men, which is sl
must an impossikility in Sweden, those la-
dloz unmuskod themselves and burst out in
4 lot of medimvel elass dictation, as if they
owned the working eluss! It was all felly to
“ipoil” servants and let them dress like la-
dies, ete. Why, they =hould be trented like
tervants, How could we live, otherwise!
The idea of woman sufSrage [n Sweder thue
means the same bordage hy women as white
men have been used to because of clags rule!
1 tr.ed to make those ladics understand that
matter of  servanl oW waz purely an
ceopomic queston  Sometimes an employer
might be inferior both by birth and educa-
tian 1o ker zervant gicl, and her work should
te fooked upon simply as & business. At
lstiet, that i3 what we in Amer:ea consider
the right attitude s independent beings.
But with all their socialistic theories my ef-
forts to democratize were in vain, and I
think thus constitutional monarchy is safe
for many yeurs to come in Sweden,

Hjalmar Branting, the Seeulint leader, has,
as fur as 1 know, never had to make iz own
living. He inherited & fortune from his
father. who was a successful phssician and
Fan a gymnastie health institution in Stoek-
holm, Branfing ic w popular man with all
classes, and in praetice not seemingly fond
of the ¢'mple life which Mars wished to furce
on society. But he is, and has always been,
an admirer of Franee, and his dislike for
German scpermen, and especially the mili-
| tary caste in _Germany, 13 too well known to
| be doubted. If he had chosen to come to
Ameriea he would have been the right man
for the place which Samuel Gompers now
{oceupies ax a labor leader, and he would have
‘made u first rate Democrat, But such @&
Idemocracy aw we run hore cannot work along-
| wide & monarchy, and thus Branting is toler-
| ated by his King as a Social Democrat, hurm-
| lpne to n constitutional monurchy, nnd rather
lan ald in its elass rule—aa Germun and Swed-
Lok Sweinl Democroey (8, .

come

Wasted Fruit
To the Editoy of The Tribune.

Sir: Pormit me to quote from a letter,
duted October 7, received from & friend in
Salt Loke City:

“It is hard to imagine that it is October,
Fruit and vegetables are still fine and cheap:
fresn string beana are selling at three pounds
tar n quarter.

“Fruit is much cheaper than the vegetubles,
but there are no more cans obtuinable, 30 we
had to quit canning, If you have a car you
ean get nll the pescies, plums and prunes
and applee you want for nothing.

“My sister (who lives seventeon miles out)
lsn't paving o cent for her frult this vesr
All they need to do is to go und pick it In
ong vrehard they turned forty soldiers loowe
and told them to help themselves, They

picked four hundred bushels,
taken to the fort, ki i

| “Seurcity of labor is the cause of all this.

Tl'm-.t crop [ have seen in this section is to a
great extent going to wnste.”

:_hmk o.‘hxif All the fruit you wunt for
nothing, while we here nre pavis rehi
prices Tor peaches! PRECHS APl
_ SomeRow. a letter like that makes one think
.:.,! of cur bonsted system of distribution.
Mr, I[u'-‘.-or, got busy! C. RIDDERHOF,

New York, Qct, 12, 1917,

The Airplane Programme
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The recent announcement of Seeretary
Baker that this country will have some twenty
thousand aeroplanes ready for use in Furope
when the first American troops go into metion
makes partieulnrly pertinent an article in the
lnst izgsue of “The Literary Digest.”
= This wrticle quotes “rom an eminent Eng-
:th authnrity on neronauties, stating that the
'!lTll!.t-.l we were building at the time wers
Helx months out of dste five months agoe” A
Srereaman s quoted in the same nriicle ss
*eferring to one of our airmen about to ss-
cend in a machine of our own byilding as not
hetrer than butehers meat

This situation, it would seem, is just such a
fleld for investigation s that of the deplor-
able lack of service rifles, in which your paper

lm:'z::‘.l;f interested itself. R. C. N.

h:w Haven, Conn., Oct, 10, 1917,

and lfmi

How Conditions Have Improved Since
the Deposition of Constantine

[ To the Editor of The Tribune,

| Bir: My brother was imprisoned lastrear

by the royalista while he wax telographir at

!.hrl"mn, New (reoce, owing to his sympathy

with Venizelon and sinea the raising of the

Sllind blockade I have reesived from him

nany lotters ecomplaining of the royal
figima. + In hit Inrt one he writes:

{idzi Lefendeos (Santa Moura), Aug. 3.1917.
“Dear Aristotle: Among the struggling
ations on the side of the Allies Girecre also

nust be ineluded, no matter if the guns are

not heard on mecount of the diserganired

Groek army
“] ennnot thoreughly judge if Constantine

wns an bad as was heralded, but let it bae

woll noted that there was n seeret under.
standing hetween the Kn'ser and Constan-

tine—if unable to help Germany, he was s

use all his efforts ta go contrary to the

Alllan' sims. The history of the futurs will

rovenl it eompletely; thersfore, in ifudring

the matter ne it exists to.day we should be
ungeateful f we aay that Venizelos v nat
beeaune he ob.

the benefacter of Greeees,

Vern selas

tnins the confidence of the Allies.
in absolutely for the Entcnte, desplite the
italian dispozition to snatch North Epurus
and the purely Groek AHgean [slands, be.
cause ha belteves that the rights of the amall
nations will prevail with mn Allied vicoory,
especially now when the great republican
eountry of the United States backs that great
eaune, ‘the rights of the small natiors’

“No gther Greek politihen since Xenopkan
nnd Pericles has heen as true and s resrs
an Venizelos, He does nnt show dupli=ry;
he in a liberal. and never approved Prus.
sinnism and Kalserizm, ha
contrary, played two policies, and out of hig
in=meerity happened ta lone his throne. His
loeds eontradicted many timea hia friendly
words toward the Allies

“General Papoulas, who was the leader of
Third Divinion in the Second Balkan
War, and in whoie division [ ales foughs,
was & Francophile and enthusinst e for the

Constantina

the

Allies' cauge when Greces was rendy o wave
Serbia in September, 1915; but, alas! he
chunged all his ntentions, and during the
pveral ministries by the King Oetgher
1915, to June, 1917) he becamo one of the
most fervent supporters of nstantine's
plans. | .

“Leaving the political situatisg ws'de,
which now rolls its regular wheel T wane®

to add that the probiem of the food wad
mnil has niso greatly improv
which you sent by the povio
ceived twenty days after Cuonstan:
parture. 1* certainly will take &
ahle time for Greece to recover
from misery and famine, but we
look shead with hope, beeruse thy
Fope'essness have ¢y
it cannot be diaput
d not darkness,
‘enizelos gains  ground  eap Ay

ha money
e res
ne's dis

been  pre

day., ard #= soon ns the ration will ba ahle
to stand firmly on its feat the frst thing
we ahall da will be to drive the Bulparian
stigma out of the purely Greex cities of
Enstern Macedonia, and from there the rosd

will be oper to the Greek towrshins of the

Thracian provinces. Yes, yes: the Tuske.
Bulparian sticma on those traditionn] Girssk
Iands js 0 grear stiema to the Hollor ¢ vuce,
Your brother, DEMETRIOS MACHE[LAS"
I hopa that vou will print this in orler
thut Greek renders and others of The Trb.
#ne may sen that oven onTering  Greece
stands for freedom and juetive,
A, M. MACHELAR

New York. Oet, 12, 1017,

Milk Regulation by Food Commiission
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: In reading various comment. on the
food regulution [ am at a loss to unierstand
why, with a system on regulation alrends pee

pared in use, it cannot be applied 1, milk
companies, eold storage plants, ete,

Under the New York State Public Servies
Commizsion’s law public utilities, street mile

ways, vleciric lighting companies, etv., ure res

auired to Keop necurate record of their sapl
tul and expenditures, reporting sanie 1o the
commissions, Their operating expenses ars

also reportted to the commissions month by
month. In the ¢ase of rute regulation the
commissions have already prepared fpures
on the amount invested in the enterpriss
ir question, and also figures showing the
earnings end expenses of the enterprise.

The milk companies eluim they wish onlys
10 per cont profit.  Other publie utilitieq sre
allowed only 8 per cent. The contro! of the
milk supply is even & more importan: urility
than control of transportation or lighting fa
cilities, Therefore, it should he evcn more
subjeer to regulution. Why cannce: o foed
commission be established to contrel milk
companies and all other food distributing eor
porations having large privileges? Let these
companies report to the Food Commission a8
the public utilities now report to the Publie
Service commissions. Then, befara they ean
make a raise in the price they will have to
astablish the fact that they are operating st
a loss at the old rate, even as the publie
utilities now do,

Aa un accountant for one of these publit
utilities and thoroughly familiar with the
working of rate regulstions under tho syatem,
I would like to nsk the direct question “Why
wouldn't this sort of regulation be fens
ble ™ H. €. MOORE, Jr.

Tompkineville, Staten Island, Oet, 1 1817,

“The Regular Republican Nominee”
, To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As u dally reader of your paper [
' mote with regret the avidity with which yed
‘suppnn Mayor Mitehel,

Some time ago you earnestly favored the
I passage of the direct primary law. No¥
| it seems that you do not care to abide by 'h
'or at least that you wish to make an 2xeep*
(tion of the “hest all-around Muyor New York
has ever had."”
| I you wish to “knock™ any of the Mag-
‘oralty candidates do o, but do not indh
rectly “knoek” them by directly opoosing
their party afilistions, becuuse Messrs
. Bennett and Hylan are sbove reproach, and
Mr. Bennett cannot even be scored becaust
| of party afiliation. Why do you not live
up ta the letter of the direct primary 1a%
by supporting the candidate whom the pee
ple have chosen as their regular Republicsd
nominee ? FRANK R. VOLE

Brooklyn, Oct, 9, 1917,

Government-Produced Milk
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sirt  The inclosed elipping frém “The
Chicago Tribune," reprinted in vour issa®
to.day, in spite of its glaring prejudice 8
binssed view of the sitgation, seems o offet
& way out, By all means let the gover®
ment oroduce the milk!

Judging from the yearly deficit on the
wverage farm, all the government resourced
for collecting taxes will be needed to
hoth ends mest,

CATHARINE KILMER SWINNERTON:

Route 2, Wynantskill, N, Y., Oet 10,




